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Mr. Eamon Reilly 
City of Chicago Department of Environment 
30 North LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60602-2575 

RE: Thorium Contamination in the Streeterville Rights-of-Ways (AKA Lindsay Light II 
Site), Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

Twice this year, utility company representatives have asked U.S. EPA where thorium-
contaminated soil could be staged for disposal, if contaminated soil is discovered in a 
City of Chicago right-of-way (ROW) and there is not an on-going remediation project 
that will provide a staging area. 

Thorium-contaminated soils were discovered in May 2008, when the Illinois Street 
sidewalk was removed for the new Parkview construction at the former Kraft property, 
which is the one block area bordered by Ilhnois Street on the South, McClurg Court on 
the West, Peshtigo Street on the East, and Grand on the North. This discovery was not 
particularly surprising because in June 2006 when the fire hydrant was relocated in the 
vicinity ofthis property on Illinois Street, thorium-contaminated soils were discovered. 
The level of that thorium contamination, 100 picoCuries per gram (pCi/g) however, was 
surprising. During the week of July 28, 2008, more thorium contamination was 
discovered near the intersection of Grand and McClurg when the sidewalk was removed 
to install planters in fi-ont ofthe Parkview property and the highest concentration was 447 
pCi/g. In accordance with the ROW dated September 27, 1999, between the City of 
Chicago and Tronox, the sidewalk permittee will provide U.S. EPA and the City of 
Chicago with a radiation monitoring report including the analytical results. Our clean-up 
criterion in Streeterville is 7.1 pCi/g. In addition, MCL is under an U.S. EPA 
Administrative Order because there is one area remaining on the Parkview property that 
still needs to be investigated. To date, approximately 2,000 cubic yards of thorium-
impacted soils have been excavated from the Parkview property. We were fortunate that 
the Parkview property was under construction so the contaminated soil from the ROW 
was placed in super sacs and staged at the Parkview property until transportation could be 
arranged by Tronox LLC. 
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Earlier this year, the City informed U.S. EPA that a major sidewalk upgrade was planned 
for Streeterville. We therefore would like you to develop a contingency plan on how 
emergency staging will be dealt with since some ofthe sidewalks will not involve 
properties that are not under an Administrative Order. It may be helpfiil to collaborate 
with Tronox LLC in developing an emergency staging plan for thorium contaminated 
soils. Please call me ifyou have any technical questions at (312) 886-3601. 

Sincerely, 

Vemeta Simon 
On-Scene Coordinator 

cc: Mort Ames, City of Chicago Department of Law 
Paul Zalmezak, City of Chicago Department of Planning and Development 
Mark Krippel, Tronox LLC 



bcc: Mary. Fulghum, C-14J 
Charles Gebien, SE-5J 
Cathleen. Martwick, C-14J 
Eugene Jablonowski, SMF-4J 
Mike Joyce, P-19J 
Debbie Keating, SE-5J 


